
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT 5 



IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

COUNTY DEPARTMENT, CHANCERY DIVISION 

CHICAGO JUSTICE PROJECT, )   

 )   

   Plaintiff, )   

 )   

 v. ) No.  2020-CH-06403  

 )   

COOK COUNTY STATE’S ATTORNEY’S OFFICE, ) Judge Anna M. Loftus  

 )   

   Defendant. )   

 

CHICAGO JUSTICE PROJECT’S FIRST SET OF INTERROGATORIES TO 

DEFENDANT COOK COUNTY STATE’S ATTORNEY’S OFFICE 

 

Pursuant to Illinois Supreme Court Rule 213, Plaintiff, Chicago Justice Project (“Chicago 

Justice” or “Plaintiff”), by its counsel, DLA PIPER LLP (US), hereby propounds Chicago 

Justice’s First Set of Interrogatories to Defendant, Cook County State’s Attorney’s Office (the 

“State’s Attorney’s Office,” “SAO,” “the Office,” or “Defendant” as context requires).  

Defendant must respond to these interrogatories by sending such responses to DLA Piper LLP 

(US), 444 W. Lake St., Suite 900, Chicago, Illinois within twenty-eight (28) days after service. 

DEFINITIONS 

For purposes of these interrogatories, the following definitions shall apply.  

A. “You,” “Your,” “Defendant,” “State’s Attorney’s Office,” “SAO,” “CCSAO,” 

and “the Office” mean Defendant Cook County State’s Attorney’s Office.  

B. “Plaintiff” or “Chicago Justice” mean Chicago Justice Project.  

C. “Litigation” shall mean this lawsuit, Chicago Justice Project v. Cook County 

State’s Attorney’s Office, No. 2020-CH-06403, currently pending in the Circuit Court of Cook 

County, Illinois.     

D. “FOIA” means the Illinois Freedom of Information Act, 5 ILCS 140/1 et seq. 



E. "Person" means any individual, partnership, corporation, trust, estate, cooperative, 

association, government, governmental subdivision or agency, or other entity. 

F. "Relating to" or "relates to" or “related to” or "concerning" means directly or 

indirectly evidencing, supporting, consisting of, reporting on or with respect to, showing or 

indicating knowledge of, pertaining to, being connected with, mentioning, describing, 

containing, disclosing, summarizing, reflecting, or constituting a stated subject matter or thing.  

The use of “relating to,” “relates to,” or “related to” or “concerning” also means “relating to, 

relates to, and concerning.” 

G. “Every” and “each” means “each and every” and shall not be interpreted to 

exclude any information otherwise within the scope of any interrogatory. 

H. “Complaint” means the October 22, 2020 Complaint that Plaintiff filed in the 

Litigation, including all documents referenced in and attached thereto, and any subsequently 

filed amended Complaints. 

I. When referring to a natural person, the terms “identify” or “identity” means the 

full name and last known residential and business address and telephone numbers of such person. 

J. When referring to any entity, the terms “identify” or “identity” means the name of 

that entity, the business or other activity it conducts and its last known business address. 

K. When referring to a document or recording, the terms “identity” or “identify”  

means to state the type of documents or recording (i.e., letter, memorandum, handwritten note, 

invoice, check, receipt, tape recording, photograph, etc.), the subject matter discussed in the 

document or recording, the date of its preparation, the identity of the author or authors of the 

documents or the preparer of the recording, the recipient or recipients of the document or 

recording, and the present location of the document or recording. 



L. The words “and” and “or” shall be read and applied as though interchangeable, 

and shall be construed either disjunctively or conjunctively so as to require the fullest and most 

complete disclosure of all requested information. 

M. The words “concerning,” “relating to,” “related to,” and/or “relate to” shall also 

mean any reference or relationship which either directly or indirectly: (i) provides information 

with respect to the subject of inquiry; or (2) might lead to Persons who, or documents which, 

might possess or contain information with respect to the subject of inquiry. 

N. “Communications” or “communicated” means the transmission of information 

between two or more Persons orally, in writing, in person, by telephone, or by other electronic 

means (such as facsimile or electronic mail message), including, without limitation, such 

transmissions of information which occurred in meetings, depositions, business offices, private 

residences, or public places. 

O. “Crimes Database” means the State’s Attorney’s Office’s Crimes Database or 

CRIMES database created in 2010 and described in Exhibit P of the Complaint, Crimes Grand 

Jury Administrative Informations. 

P. “Harvard” means Harvard University, including but not limited to the Department 

of Economics at Harvard University, anyone working at or for Harvard University including any 

graduate students working at or for Harvard University. 

Q. “Edlebi” means A.R. Edlebi or Alley Edlebi, believed to be or have been a 

graduate student or faculty member at Harvard University. 

R. “NDA” or “Non-Disclosure Agreement” means any agreement between a party 

and CCSAO relating to the confidentiality of data compiled by (or belonging to) CCSAO.  



S. “Other Universities or Authorized Researchers” means universities, researchers, 

academics, computer scientists, and the like, other than Harvard or Edlebi, to whom CCSAO has 

produced data from its databases including the CRIMES database.  

INSTRUCTIONS 

1. Each interrogatory must be separately answered. 

2. Unless stated otherwise in a specific interrogatory, these interrogatories seek 

information from January 1, 2010 to the present.   

3. If You cannot answer any of the following interrogatories in full after conducting 

a reasonable investigation, You should state the reason why You cannot, and answer to the 

extent that You are able, stating whatever information or knowledge You do have and detailing 

what actions You took to try and obtain the unknown information. 

4. In answering these interrogatories, furnish all information, however obtained, 

including hearsay, that is known by, possessed by, or available to You or any of Your attorneys, 

consultants, representatives, or other agents. 

5. If You object to any of the following interrogatories, state the basis of Your 

objection and answer the interrogatory to the fullest extent that the interrogatory is not 

objectionable. 

6. If You produce documents in lieu of answering any particular interrogatory, the 

following procedures must be followed: 

a. Identify the specific documents from which the answer to the interrogatory 

may be derived or ascertained; and 

b. Produce such documents separately and designate the interrogatory to 

which each such document relates. 



7. If You object to any of the following interrogatories on the basis of a privilege, 

You must nevertheless provide the following information, to the extent applicable, unless 

divulging the information would disclose the privileged information:  

a. the nature of the privilege claimed (including work product);  

b. the date of the document, electronically stored information, or oral 

communication;  

c. if a document, its type, and, the custodian, location, and such other 

information sufficient to identify the document for a subpoena duces 

tecum or a production request, including where appropriate the author and 

the addressee, and, if not apparent, the relationship between the author and 

addressee; and  

d. the general subject matter of the document, electronically stored 

information or oral communication.  

8. All words and phrases herein shall be construed as in the singular or plural, and as 

masculine, feminine or gender neutral according to the context. 

9. These interrogatories are continuing in nature and require that You file 

supplementary responses if, at any time, further or different information is obtained after the 

initial answer.  Supplemental answers should include the date upon and the manner in which the 

information was discovered or obtained. 

INTERROGATORIES 

1. Identify the name(s), model(s), database management system(s), size(s), and 

age(s) of all databases used by the State’s Attorney’s Office to store data for criminal 

prosecutions (at any level) and, for each such database, generally describe who manages, hosts, 



and uses the system.  For clarity only, it is expected that the answer to this interrogatory will 

include at least the following for each database: 

a. the database name, model, and database management system; 

b. whether the system is managed at the SAO or is a hosted solution, and the 

name of any such host; 

c. The total size of the database; 

d. The age of the system (or when it was first adopted); and 

e. The users or user groups (e.g., attorneys, paralegals, secretaries, data entry 

clerks, etc.). 

2. For each database identified in response to Interrogatory No. 1, describe in as 

much detail as you contend is possible how each database is populated with data.  For clarity 

only, it is expected that the answer to this interrogatory will include at least the following for 

each database: 

a. if populated by manual entry, by whom is the data populated; 

b. whether data is entered directly into the relevant database, or if it is first captured 

on paper;  

c. the stage in the criminal prosecution cycle in which data is entered into each 

database; 

d.  whether data from other systems is input into the database(s) from other systems, 

and if so, from which system(s); and 

e.  whether, and for what reason, any relevant fields are empty or “left blank.” 



3. When did You begin using each database identified in response to Interrogatory 

No. 1, and was data backfilled into the database when use began (i.e., have crimes before the first 

use of each database been entered into any or all databases)? 

4. How can data be queried or exported from each database identified in response to 

Interrogatory No. 1, and what, if any, are the limitations on queries (e.g., limitations on the size 

of reports or formats for exports from the database) and file formats in which the data is 

exported? 

5. Completely identify by name and description any reports that are regularly or 

periodically generated from the databases identified in response to Interrogatory No. 1.  For 

clarity only, it is expected that the answer to this interrogatory will include at least (a) the person 

responsible for generating each such report; (b) the purpose for each such report; and (c) where 

said reports are located or stored. 

6. For any databases which You use to track felony crimes, identify the names of 

each field in the database and describe each field’s general content (if any such field is present in 

the database but not populated, identify why each such field is not populated).  

7. Identify the complete basis for the denial of the FOIA requests identified in Count 

9 (July 12, 2019 FOIA request) and Counts 10-13 (April 20, 2020 FOIA request) of the 

Complaint, including any claimed exemption under 5 ILCS 140/7.   

8. For each FOIA request in Interrogatory No. 7 for which You contend a response 

is overly burdensome, identify the steps You have taken to identify the burden associated with 

responding to each FOIA request, and specify the burden (as well as the level of burden that you 

content would have been reasonable and enabled a response).   



9. Identify all persons who have, claim to have, or may have knowledge or 

information relating to Your determination to deny the FOIA requests identified in Counts 9-13 

of the Complaint.  

10. For each database referenced in response to Interrogatory No. 1, identify by name 

and production number any documents which explain, detail, describe, or are used to provide 

education or training services for such databases.  For clarity only, it is expected that the answer 

to this Interrogatory will include at least the identity of all instructional manuals, PowerPoint 

presentations, outlines, users manuals, training materials, data dictionaries, troubleshooting 

guides, and frequently asked question guides. 

11. Identify by name and production number all records related to the purchase, 

maintenance, or upkeep of the Office’s database, in particular the database provided by Ciber, 

Inc. and called the CRIMES DATABASE; all records related to the purchase, maintenance, or 

upkeep of CIBERlaw ELitE 8.0 and/or prior, current, or future versions of same; and all 

documents related to “Annual CIBERLaw.” 

12. Why, and on what basis, was the prior lawsuit between Chicago Justice Project 

and You settled and dismissed?  For clarity only, an answer to this Interrogatory must identify at 

least everything that You promised to deliver to Chicago Justice Project in return for dismissal of 

the lawsuit, by when, whether and when this was ever done, and who promised, approved, and 

delivered it. 

13. Please identify, in as much detail as You contend is possible, any data that has 

been produced by CCSAO to Harvard and/or Edlebi from 2010 until today, including but not 

limited to data from CCSAO databases including the CRIMES database, and how such data was 

gathered, and explain in as much detail as You contend is possible the purpose for which such 



data was produced, and the person most knowledgeable regarding the production of any data by 

CCSAO to Harvard and/or Edlebi from 2010 until today. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dated: February 25, 2021   DLA PIPER LLP (US) 

 Chicago, Illinois   Firm No. 43034 

 

      By: /s/ Paul R. Steadman  

Paul R. Steadman 

Michael Geller 

Benjamin Mueller 

paul.steadman@dlapiper.com  

michael.geller@us.dlapiper.com  

benjamin.mueller@us.dlapiper.com  

444 W Lake St #900 

Chicago, IL 60606 

Telephone: (312) 368-2135 

Facsimile: (312) 251-2850 

 

Counsel to Plaintiff Chicago Justice Project 

 

 

 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 

 I, Paul R. Steadman, an attorney, hereby certify that I caused Chicago Justice Project’s 

First Set of Interrogatories to Defendant Cook County State’s Attorney’s Office to be 

electronically served on all attorneys of record, as set forth below, this 25th day of February, 

2021.   

 

Mia Buntic  

Assistant State’s Attorney  

Conflicts Counsel Unit  

Cook County State’s Attorney’s Office  

50 W. Washington, Suite 2769 

Chicago, IL 60602  

P:312.603.1434 

E:mia.buntic@cookcountyil.gov 

 

 

      /s/  Paul R. Steadman                               

      Paul R. Steadman 

Counsel to Plaintiff Chicago Justice Project 
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