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FELONY SEX CRIME CASE PROCESSING,  FACT SHEETS FEBRUARY 2011

Felony Review of Felony Sex Crimes
The SAO denied CJP’s attempts to get access to data regarding their felony review process for cases brought to them by the  
Chicago Police for felony sex crimes. Without access to data we are unable to disprove allegations that the SAO treats acquaintance 
assaults differently than it does stranger assaults. Also, we are prohibited from determining what if any role the demographics of  
the individuals involved play in the SAO’s practices.
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CJP sought three major sets of data related to the felony review process  
related to this report and all were either denied in total or in substance.  
CJP requested the following: 

Crime specific data and non-identifier demographic data pertaining to offenders and victims  
pertaining to felony sex crime cases for which the Chicago Police Department was the submitting  
agency to felony review for the years 2008 & 2009 in digital format.  
DENIED IN TOTAL!

Provide all the cases submitted for felony review to the SAO by the CPD.  
DENIED IN SUBSTANCE!  

Provide all the cases submitted for felony review to the SAO by all the jurisdictions in Cook County.  
DENIED IN SUBSTANCE!  

Chart 1
2008 - CPD*

Charge Rejected 193

Charges Approved 278
 
 
 
2009 - CPD *

Charge Rejected 123

Charges Approved 288

Chart 2

2008 – All Jurisdictions *

Charge Rejected 263

Charges Approved 513
 
 
 
2009 – All Jurisdictions *

Charge Rejected 176

Charges Approved 491

Chart 3

Chart 4

Omitted from the data reported here are the 
various other non-consequential categories 
that contained only a few cases each for all but 
the 2008 CPD data set. The 2008 CPD data 
set contains 23 cases that were categorized as 
Continued Investigating. This is when the SAO 
in the felony review process informs the officer 
that the case is not being either rejected or  
accepted, and they allow the detective to obtain 
more evidence and represent it for review.  
(Office, 2010)

The SAO did release data pursuant to requests 2 and 3 but only a token amount. They did release the name of the offender if the 
charges were approved and the case number of the criminal case, on top of the aggregate total numbers detailed in Charts 1-4.  
This information does not empower stakeholders to be informed about the practices of the SAO. It does allow the SAO to say they 
released information; however, the SAO did not release any data of substance.

The details of the analysis highlighted on this fact sheet can be found in the results section of our complete report available online at 
www.chicagojustice.org/foi/felony-sex-crime-case-processing-report-analysis-recommendations
 



Suspending Investigations
The practice by CPD detectives of suspending investigations was repeatedly criticized in our conversations with advocate because 
they say detectives use this bureaucratic process as a way of halting their investigation into a complaint. 

Here is the status of every felony sex crimes case for the last decade. About 50% of all investigations into sexual assault complaints 
over the course of the last decade were suspended.  Because the category seems to be a catchall, the CPD is incapable of determin-
ing what is going on in any single case from its categorization as suspended. To determine why any single case or group of cases was 
categorized as suspended the CPD would have to review the files on every single case. This is an entirely inappropriate practice of 
capturing and maintaining data for an organization that seeks to review the work of its employees on any regular basis.

Disbelieving Felony Sex Crime Allegations
One statistic that does not make it into the Chicago Police Department’s annual report is what percentage of felony sex crime  
allegations they categorize as unfounded, equals untruthful. According to the FBI the national annual rate is 5.66%. The Chicago 
Police Department averages a rate of 17% for the same time period, three times the national average. It seems that either there is a 
pattern of the CPD ruling cases unfounded that should not be so categorized or women in Chicago make false complaints at a much 
higher rate than women throughout the US.

YEAR TOTAL INCIDENTS # UNFOUNDED % UNFOUNDED

2000 2102 313 14.89%

2001 2039 279 13.68%

2002 2124 321 15.11%

2003 1944 348 17.90%

2004 1933 378 19.56%

2005 1861 355 19.08%

2006 1750 307 17.54%

2007 1788 307 17.17%

2008 1737 306 17.62%

2009 1576 269 17.07%

Totals	 18854	 3183	 16.88%

 STATUS 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 TOTALS

 Open 1 3 2 3 1 4 4 3 1 17 39

 Suspended 1,045 962 999 879 869 880 866 931 845 785 9,061

 Cleared 553 551 504 409 395 340 304 291 294 220 3,861

 Ex Cleared 567 609 628 617 576 558 496 485 474 446 5,456

	 Totals	 2,166	 2,125	 2,133	 1,908	 1,841	 1,782	 1,670	 1,710	 1,614	 1,468	 18,417

CJP attempted to get the CPD to define what it means for a case to be suspended. After two and one half months, the questions 
remain unanswered.

UNFOUNDED FSC ALLEGATIONS

FSC CASE STATUS

The details of the analysis highlighted on this fact sheet can be found in the results section of our complete report available online at 
www.chicagojustice.org/foi/felony-sex-crime-case-processing-report-analysis-recommendations
 


