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Allegations vs. Reports
The gap between the number of incidents that the public called for police service for felony sex crimes and the number of felony sex 
crime reports taken by the Chicago Police Department is large. Neither the Office of Emergency Management and Communications 
(911 center) nor the Chicago Police Department captures any data that would inform stakeholders as to why there is such a large 
gap.  This is a discretion point where data is not captured thus stakeholders, and the agencies themselves, are prohibited from  
validating the CPD’s response to these very serious allegations

 YeAR UNIQUe FSC CAllS # oF CPD RePoRtS % oF CAllS leADINg to RePoRt

 2008 5,179 1,788 35% 

 2009 4,933 1,737 35%

Chart 1*

*  (Communications, 2010; Division, 2010)

Prevalence of Homicides vs. Felony Sex Crimes
There is no challenging the significance of the homicide rate in Chicago. For 2009 the per capita homicide rate was nearly three times rate 
of New York City. Yet, when comparing the number of homicides that occur every year in Chicago verse the number of reported felony sex 
crimes there is a startling realization that over the last decade there has been more than three times the number of reported sex crimes than 
homicides. Despite the little media attention to felony sex crimes they are significantly more common than homicides in Chicago.  

In Chart 2, we compare the number of homicides to the  
number of felony sex crimes in Chicago using figures  
obtained from the Chicago Police Department Research and 
Development Division and CPD Annual Reports.

The definition of rape and sexual assault varies across the 
country making state-to-state comparisons not a simple 
matter. For the last couple of decades research has primarily 
defined rapes as “attempted forced penetration” (Raphael  
& Logan, 2008). In Illinois the legislature expanded it beyond 
this narrow definition to encompass a greater breadth of  
unwanted sexual activity including alcohol and drug  
facilitated assaults

 YeAR HomICIDeS FSC DIFFeReNCe

 2000 633 2,166 3.42

 2001 667 2,125 3.19

 2002 656 2,133 3.25

 2003 601 1,908 3.17

 2004 454 1,841 4.06

 2005 451 1,782 3.95

 2006 471 1,670 3.55

 2007 445 1,710 3.84

 2008 511 1,614 3.16

 2009 463 1,468 3.17

	Totals	 5,347	 18,417	 3.44

Chart 2*

* The figures used here for felony sex crimes were the complaints for 
which the CPD did not reclassify the allegation as another offense or as 
being an unfounded allegation. 

 
* The source of the Chicago Police Department homicide figures is the 

CPD annual reports from 2000-2009 and the felony sex crimes figures 
come from the Research and Development Division of the Chicago 
Police Department.

The details of the analysis highlighted on this fact sheet can be found in the results section of our complete report available online at 
www.chicagojustice.org/foi/felony-sex-crime-case-processing-report-analysis-recommendations
 


