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“Indoor” vs “Outdoor” Homicides
 

What the public might not realize is Chicago Police have been told precisely how they can prevent “indoor” 
homicides. Consider the brutal murder of Ronyale White in May 2002. White was a victim of domestic violence 
who had an order of protection against her husband. The night she died, White called 911 no less than four times  
to report that her husband was threatening her with a gun and she feared for her life. The police officers that were 
called for service chose to make calls on their personal cell phones and listen to voicemails and their response only 
came after Ms. White had been murdered in a very preventable “indoor homicide.”

the recommendation 
These examples of police discretion and poor data collection practices makes the Chicago Justice Project and 
the Chicago Metropolitan Battered Women’s Network believe more information is needed from the Office of 
Emergency Management and Communications (OEMC) regarding the addresses where Chicago police officers  
have responded to domestic-related calls for service prior to a domestic violence murder. Having access to this  
data allows the Chicago Police Department and the community at-large to make informed decisions regarding  
the effectiveness of responding officers and make recommendations for improved response.

 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 

57,561 56,181 66,611 65,158 60,512

211,054 204,729 206,279 204,054 200,356

Superintendent Weis was quoted in May 2010 in saying that he believes the Chicago Police Department can 
prevent “outdoor” homicides, but when murder happens inside, “it’s hard for police to have an impact on that.” 
Weis says that he wishes CPD could prevent homicides that happen indoors but he just does not see how his 
officers can do that.

To download PDFs of this issue brief, visit our website at www.chicagojustice.org or simply click:  
www.chicagojustice.org/foi/issue-brief-inside-vs.-outside-homicides

facts about the numbers of Domestic relateD calls, 2005-2009
Total number of calls for which a police report was not generated:  720,449
Average number of calls per year for which a report was not generated:  144,090
Percentage of calls per year that do not result in a report being generated:  70%
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